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Statement

International Association of Judges

The Presidency Committee of the International Association of Judges (IAJ) has been informed of acts of
vandalism and violence on different courts in the region of Catalonia, and also near the house of a Supreme

Court judge, and on behalf of the International Association of Judges (IA]) makes the following declaration:

1. Judicial Independence is an essential pillar of Rule of Law and of the safety of all citizens, and that requires

that judges perform their duties without undue pressures or any explicit or implicit coercion or threat.

2. The safety of judges and their families is an essential pre-requisite for the proper functioning of any judicial

system.

3. Freedom of expression is another fundamental pillar of a democratic system but does not just justify the

personal intimidation of judges by physical violence in any form or means.

4. The International Association of Judges (IA]), reaffirms that it is not political and adopts a neutral position
without interfering in the on-going political debate in Spain, but must publicly and unequivocally condemn these

attacks against the Spanish judiciary.
5. The IAJ expresses its solidarity with the Spanish judges, in particular to those working in Catalonia.

6.  The IAJ formally appeals to the Spanish authorities to guarantee the complete protection to the judges
involved in performing their duty as judges, and in particular that the Spanish authorities guarantee the safety and

protection of the judges directly attacked, of members of their families.

Rome, March 27t 2018
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Declaracion

Unioén Internacional de Magistrados

Durante el dfa de ayer el Comité Presidencial de la Asociacion Internacional de Jueces (UIM) fue informado de la
practica de actos de vandalismo y violencia perpetrados en diferentes tribunales de la regién de Catalufia y

también cerca de la casa de un Magistrado del Tribunal Supremo.

A la luz de estos hechos, la Unién Internacional de Magistrados declara:

1. La independencia judicial es un pilar esencial del Estado de derecho, lo que implica que los jueces
deben poder desempefiar sus funciones sin presiones indebidas o sin cualquier coaccién o amenaza, explicita o

implicita.

2. La seguridad de los jueces y sus familias es un requisito previo esencial para el adecuado

funcionamiento de cualquier sistema judicial.

3. La libertad de expresiéon, que es un pilar fundamental de un sistema democratico, no puede utilizarse,

de ninguna forma o medio, para la intimidacién personal de los jueces.

. En consecuencia, la Unién Internacional de Magistrados reafirmando su punto de vista
4. E ,la U Int 1 de Magistrad IM), reafi d punto d t
apolitico y neutral y sin interferir en el debate politico en curso en Espafia, quiere condenar publica e

inequivocamente estos ataques contra la judicatura espafiola.
5. UIM expresa su solidaridad a los jueces espafioles, notablemente aquellos que trabajan en Catalufia.

6. Finalmente la Unioén Internacional de Magistrados apela formalmente a las autoridades espafiolas para
que garantizan una total proteccion a los jueces afectados, en particular al que fue directamente atacado y a todas

sus familias.

Roma, 27 de Marzo de 2018



